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There eeeThs to be some reason to hope for a

revival of the ship building industry of the
Utiited States. It is hoped that the ship yards
oo the Potomac wiU. soon feel the benefit of
the revival of this branoh of enterprise. The
Boston Grlobe, of a recent date, claims that
there is an actual revival of this important in¬
terest throughout the New England States,
to Massachusetts, the ship yards of Newbury-
port, Quincy, Chelsea and East Bjston aro

turning out first-class ships. But Maine leads
in this industry. Her shipping, built last
year, amounted to 122,548 tons, an increase of
32,720 tons over the year 1873. The value of
this tonnage was about $7,500,000. The cur¬

rent year will reach about the same figures.
It is also stated that wooden vessels are now
built as cheap in the United States, as in the
Dominion of Canada, while the builders ol'iron
steamships claim that they are prepared to turn
out tir^t class ships, of superior quality, as

cheaply as they can be constructed iu any oth¬
er portion of the world. Let us then have a

tonnage equal to the wants of our foreiun com¬

merce, our international mail service, and our

immigration.
A plan for the reorganization of the Chesa¬

peake and Ohio Railroad has been devised. It
is proposed to obtain a decree for the saie of
the property as early as practicable, under
both the six per cent, and seven percent, mort¬
gages, so that the purchasers rany acquire a

perfect and satisfactory title to the entire prop¬
erly, franchises, and corporate rights of the
Chesapeake aud Ohio Railroad Company, sub¬
ject only to the lions of the Virginia Central
bonds (to be provided for by a renewal or ex¬
tension of these mortgages, or otherwise, as
circumstances may require), and that it be
purchased, on behalf of the bondholders and
creditors, who shall unite in the plan, by a

suitable committee or trustees, to be hereafter
selected by them.

The Washington correspondent of the Now
York Times says that one of the first move¬
ments of the Republican minority in the lluii^e
will be the offering of some resolutions which
will require a direct, unequivocal declaration
from evi-ry member of' the body upon the pro¬
position to re-estabiish a currency of gold and
silver and paper convertible into gold at par.
The minority are likuly to accept the recom¬
mendations of Secretary Bristow as the basis
of their attempts tor l-jgislatiou on the subject
during this session.

It is uoderstJoJ that a proposition will be
made at the Grand Lodge of Virginia, which
commences its annual session at Richmond,
next iMonday night, looking to the holding of
a World's Congress of Master Masons, at

Philadelphia, during the Centennial exercises
ot next year. Such an occasion would be lull
of interest to all Masons. A Congress of the
United States was held in New York, nnny
years ago. but nothiug on so grand and exten¬
sive a scale as this now proposed has ever be¬
fore been attempted.

By the new Constitution of Alabama slavery
and s^ce.-sion are put out of sight, so far as

they can be by law; fcuffrage is given unre¬

strictedly to all male citizens, without regard
to color or race; the Legislature can meet only
once in two years; seotarian appropriations are

forbidden, and all members ol the Legislature
and State officers are forbidden to accept free
passes on the railroads or other methods of
transportation. Separate schoo's are provided
for colored children.

The Boston Congregationalism also, has been
shocked by the long-drawn-out obsequies of
Henry Wilson. "When," it asks, "shall we
have such a reform of our present barbarous
funeral customs as will protect the bodies of
the dead from the indignities of public honors
and grant them a speedy, quiet and reposeful
passage from the chamber of doath to the
grave."
Mr. Spurgeon has come out strongly against

excluding religion from the National schools,
lie calls it making infidelity the National reli¬
gion, and he prefers even the Church ot Eng¬
land to having Bradlaugh for Archbishop of
Canterbury.
The Republican National Committee will

meet in Washington January 13 to arrange lor
the meeting ol the Republican Convention to
nominate candidates for President and Vice-
President.
Directors of the Western Lunatic

Asylum. .The Governor on Saturday ap
pointed the following Board of Directors of the
Western Lunatic Asylum : A. M. Fauotleroy,Joseph A. Waddell, Colonel R. H. Catlett,Judge John H. McCue, Colonel Asher W.
Ilarman, Staunton; Dr. Thomas W. Shelton,Fishersville ; Dr. S, il. Moffett, Harrisonburg;C. W. Button, Lynchburg; James P. Rciley,Winchester; William Crawford, Fort Defiance,Augusta couuty; Dr. Robert S. lioazlcy, Stio-
aidsville. The retiring board was composed ofthe following geutleuien : William A. Burke,A. W. Harmun, W. ti. H. Lynn, A. B.Lightuer, R. S. Llarnsborger, Dr. S. H. Mof¬fett, W. 1. Pongue, C. D. I1 ushburuc, J amenP. Reiley.
Mark Twain, having been invited to con¬

tribute something to an infant asyium, offered
to be one of 1,000 citizens "who shall agree to
contribute two or more of their children to this
enterprise."
The fine farm of "Chiton," lying a few miles

west ol Warrenton was sold at private sale
lueaday by Thomas Green, of Washington, toGeo. B.' Cochran, of Fauquier, for $15,000cash.the equivaleoL of $33 per acre.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Richmond Christian Advocate is oppos¬
ed to taxiug church property which is used Tor
church purpose?.

"He- was one of our most energetic trustees/1
says a village paper in au obituary notice, "and
we trustees happy."

Radical papers are printing third-terimiedi-
torials and Government advertisements in about
equal proportions now.
When Bishops commence to do the work of

politicians politicians will soon begin to do the
work of Bishops.

Bishop Ilavon thinks that the country would
be benefited by the re-election of Grant. We
are sure there is one Republican who will not
agree with him, and that Republican is.Mr.
Blaine.
Some, at least, of the Richmond clergymen

were wide awake enough to keep out of the
trap which the Richmond reporters set, last
week, to catch the ministers aud make them
fill up the newspaper columns.
"Let no guilty man escape," was Graut's

catch phrase for the public ear. Henderson
caught B ibcock. "Sueb a result never was

intended," says Grant, "therefore dismiss
Henderson from the case at onee."
Dickons and Thackeray were walking in Co-

vent Market one d iy, when they cauie to a

place where there were two piles of oysters in
a window, one pile being marked uiuepence a

dozen, and the other sixpeucc a dozen. Thack¬
eray stood with his hands behind him and said
to Dickens: "How they must hate each
other."

lu the Conservative caucus for U. S. Senator
on the 6th ballot Messrs. Sinclair, Fowle and
Simpson voted for Gov. Smith, and Mr.Claugh-
ton for Senator Johnston. 015 the seventh bal¬
lot Claughton, Fowlo and Simpson voted for
Johustou and Siaclair for Stuart. On tho 14th
ballot Messrs. Siuclair, Claughton, Fowle aud
Simpson vutid for Gov. Smith.

LKG1SLAT1VK.

In the Senate, on Saturday, the following
bills were passed :

,

A bill to amend the second section of the
act entitled au act, to incorporate the Warm
S]-rings Company.
A bill abolishing the office of Treasurer of

the Eastern Lunatic Asylum.
A bill prohibiting the appropriation of a

greater sum than $3000 in any one year for the
purchase of books, works of art, &c., for the
State Library.
Mr. Ilerndon, by leave, presented a bill, au¬

thorizing the town of Fredericksburg to issue
bonds to redeem the ante-war debt, which was
read the second time ami referred.

In the House, the following bills were pre¬sented aud referred:
A biil to suppress gambling.
A bill for a uniform system of weights and

measures for agricultural products.
A bill charging the expenses in criminal

proceedings to respective cities and counties.
The following bilis were passed: House

bill to amend section 2 of chapter J 71, Code
7.'>. as amended by an act approved March 2'J,
1875, in reference to commission in chancery.House i»ill prescribing times for holding
courts in the first judicial district.
House bill t j amend Cth and 8th sections of

an act to establish a separate court in the towu
of Fredericksourg.

Mr. Doolcy offered rules to govern the Gen¬
eral Assembly iu the election of United States
Senator, which was agreed to.
A biil for the establishment of an Agricul¬tural aud Geological Bureau.
A number of resolutions proposing all sorts

of legislation on all sorts of subjects, were read
aud referred.
A bill was ordered to be engrossed allowingmaimed Virginia soldiers commutation for

limbs lust iu the late war.

ItullrotjHl AIIUirM.
Aij important change in the running of the

through trains between Washington aud New
York via the Baltimore and Ohio and Penn¬
sylvania Railroads will go into effect to-day.
Sincc the settlement ol the railroad war there
have been four trains run each way, those
from Washington starting from the depots of
the two roads in that city aud Baltimore at the
same time. Ou reaching Bayview Junction, a
few miles outside the city limits, the cars of
each Company were combined into one train,
and thus mixed proceeded to New York.
Trains from the latter city for Baltimore and
Washington divided at Bayview Junction, the
cars oi the Pennsylvania Company proceeding
on via the Uniou and Baltimore and Potomac
roads, and those of the Baltimore and Ohio
via the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Balti¬
more and the Washington branch of the Balti¬
more and Ohio. Of course this arrangement
was the cause of lucouvcnieocc and delay to
the passengers, and was by no means a popular
one. One portion of the mixed train would
frequently have to wait at, Bayview, and then
it would take about fifteen miuutos besides to
effect the combination. It was also a source
of trouble to the Philadelphia, Wilmingtonand Baltimore Railroad, which was compelled
to forward more cars than tormerly at the same
compensation. In fact nobody liked it, the
Baltimore aud Ohio and Pennsylvania Com¬
panies agreeing to it only as a sort of compro¬mise, in lieu of the practice that prevailed be¬
fore the war, when each had its own trains.
Negotiations have been going on for several
weeks to bring about a more satisfactory stat)
of affairs. Conferences of railroad officials
with regard to it were held in New York, Phil
ndelphia and Baltimore, those taking part in
them being Vice-President King and iMa9ter
of Transportation Sharp, on part of the Balti¬
more and Ohio; Vice-President Cassatt, for the
Pennsylvania; General Superintendent Thomp¬
son, tor the Baltimore and Potomac, and Gen¬
eral Superintendent Kenny, of the Philadel¬
phia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad.
The last conference wa9 held in Baltimore a
few days ago, when the desired change was
fully consummated.
On and alter to-day the Baltimore and Ohio

will have one solid train each way between
Washington and New York; that is to say, the
train will run through without stoppage at Bay-view. The train from Washington is the first
that leaves there for New York, the hour of
its depaiture beinjj S a. m. It starts from tht-
Pre.-ideut-street depot of the Philadelphia,Wilmington and Baltimore Road, at 9:25 a.
m. The solid Baltimore and Ohio train from
New York leaves there at 8:35 a. m., and Bal¬
timore at 4:10 p. m. To each of these trains
a parlor car will be attached. The solid train of
the Pennsylvania Company will be tbe "Limit¬
ed Express," consisting of parlor cars, and will
leave Washington at 9:23 a. m., aud the Union
depot, Baltimore, at 10:35 a. m. The solid
Pennsylvania train from New York will also be
the "Limited Express," and will leave there
ar 9:30 a. m., and Baltimore at 2:55 p. m. In
addition to these trains there will uis j be run
each way two mixed trains, or those in whioh
t he cars of both companies combine at BayviewJunction.

MEWH OF THE DAY.

uTo show the very age and body of the Times."

The breach iD the direct cable has not yetbeeu repaired.
Navigation ou the Delaware and Lehigh

canal closed Saturday.
There arc twice as mauy widows as widowers

in Michigan.32,674 to 15,636.
Gen. Forrest, of Fori Pillow notoriety, joined

the Presbyterian Church at Memphis lust week.
The number of hops slaughtered at Cincin¬

nati this season is $239,374, against 253,043
during the same period las-t year.
Kx Treasurer Mann has suddenly disappeared

from Ballston. New York, and it is thought he
has tied.

It is stated that Miss Black, the only daugh¬
ter of Byron's "Maid of Athens," is left desti¬
tute by the death ot her mother.

Mrs. Sarah Josepha 11 ale, a literary lady of
the old school, now claims that she is the origi¬
nal author of " Mary had a little Lamb."
The Chicago and Northwestern, Chicago,

Burlington aud Quiucy, and the Illinois Cen¬
tral railroads have agreed to increase freight
rates to all points in Iowa.
The mouitors Passaic, Nantucket, and Wyan¬

dotte arrived at Norfolk Saturday, in tow of
the Uuited Status steamersTalapoosa, Dispatch,
Alert, and Huron.
Gen. Babeock gave bail at Chicago on Sat¬

urday in the sum of $7,000 for his appearance
at St. Louis in connection with the crooked
whiskey frauds.

Mr. Henry Camp, Plymouth Church's choir
leader, has been subjocnaedin the St. Louis
whiskey frauds. Now wiio would have thoughtit?
A trial of a new gun similar in some respects

to the Gatliug gun, but more destructive in its
character, will be made at the Washington
navy yard in a few days.
The new workhouse at Wheeling is already

receiving customers. All vagrants and beggars
are lodged io it and set to work to earn their
meals and lodging.

Several French preiatcs are advooatiog the
claims to canonization of Queen Mary Antoi¬
nette. The Vatican, however, is at present
uot favorable to the idea.
The Fairhavcu engine house aud two loco¬

motives of the Southern Central railroad were
destroyed by fire yesterday at Auburn, NewY ork. Loss $2:"> ,0< >0.

Great excitement exists among the telegraph
orperators over a reduction oi wages which is
said to have beeu ordered by the WesternUoioo Company, to go into effect January 1.

Captaiu Peter Stoclmau, of theschooner Isle
ot Pines, was struck ou the head by Arthurllaudall, a colored sailor, at Hampton Roads,
ou Saturday, while getting the vessel uoder
way, and died at 4 p. m.

Mrs. A. M. Wood, widow of General 11. C.
Wood, United States army, and daughter of
the late Presideut Ziehary Taylor, died at
Freiburg, Baden, Germany, on the 2d instant,in the sixty-lifth year of her age.

Til ton's lecture success iu the West is aston¬
ishing, and surpasses his own greatest expecta¬
tions. At Keokuk, which has but a small hall,the audience began to gather in the street at f>
o'clock, the lecture not beginning till S. ilo
seems to be limiting in a veritable "Goldeu
Legend," which his distinguished rival is still
acting iu the "School lor Seaudal."

District Attorney Dyer has appointed Col.
James Q. Brodhead, one of tho leadiug lawyers
of the St. Louis bar, to lill the position made
vacant by the dismissal of Mr. Henderson, aud
he has accepted, and will proceed iu the whis¬
key ring prosecuiious, iu conjunction with Dis¬
trict Attorney Dyer, Assistant Attorney Bliss,
and Lucieu Eaton.
The widow of'the late Commodore Winslow,

the gallant commander of the famous war
steamer Kearsarge, which sunk the privateer
Alabama, wishing to erect a monument to"her
husbaud, lately obtained, at great expense, an
immense boulder of granite, weighing four
tons, from the summit ul Mount Kearsarge, to
place over his grave.

Mr. James R. Fisher, of Richmond, who has
been appointed messenger in the llouso Post
Office, at present holds the position of clerk of
the penitentiary, lie will resign his clerkship,aud that coining to the knowledge of the host
of impecunious, the members of the Hoard of
Directors have been beset by applicants and
will have no peace uutil they elect Mr. Fisher's
successor. The place is worth about $800 per
annum.

Dennis Williams, a yellow mau, was indicted
by the grand jury ol the County Court of Prince
William, and tried on Monday last, on a chargeof robbing Tasco Harris, a colored captain of a
boat on tne Potomac river, upon which he was
employed as a hand, in November, of $90.The jury found him guilty, aod ascertained his
punishment to be five years in the penitentiary.Mr. Charles E. Nieol on Tuesday moved for a
new trial on the plea of newly discovered evi¬
dence in his favor, and the motion was granted,and trial set for the next term of the CountyCouit.
A Merry Meeting..The opening proceed¬

ings of the Conservative caucus at Richmond,
last week, seem to have been marvellously
funny. We clip from the Enquirer's report.
To sober second thought it does not look well:
A motion to proceed to make nominations

having been agreed to, Mr. Bagwell said ho
took pleasure in nomiuatiug ex-Governor Fa¬
yette McMulIan. The name of the ex-Gov¬
ernor was greeted with shouts of applause andlaughter.

Mr. Critz said he. wa9 not backward in bring¬ing forward his favorite; he meant to trot his
nag out and start right mto the race. Mr. W.R. Winn, he said, was the man for the place,and he hoped he would receive almost a unani¬
mous vote. Amid the general merriment thatfollowed this announcement, solemnly made byMr. Critz, Mr. Popham, who appreciated ajoke, aod is always ready to furnish his shareof: fuD, turned the joke upon Mr. Critz bynominating him, ''the Patrick Henry, of Pat¬rick," for the high aud responsible office ofUnited States Senator.
Mr. Critz (good naturcdly) demurred to theproposition to "trot him out," but his friendMr. Popham would not permit him to declinethe honor.
Everybody cried, "Call the roll, call the rolll"and Col. Swann, the secretary, slowly called

over the names of Senators. Ouly five, how¬
ever, chose to express a preference. SenatorsPenn and Ward voted lor Critz, Senators C.T. Smith and Wood for MeMullen, aod Sena¬
tor Quesenbrrry for Winn.
As the secretary was about to commence theroll ol the House Senator llemdoo rose andsolemnly moved that the further calling of theroll be dispensed with and that silence be main¬tained for ten minutes in order to give the

members an opportunity for meditation. [Gen¬eral laughter. 1
The chairman ru'cd the m^iou out of order,and the clerk called the roll of the House.Upon summing up the total vote it was fouudthat Cr.tz had received t.-n votes, Wiun four,aud MeMullen four.
As Mr. Critz had received more votes thanboth of his competitors, Mr. Neely moved tomake his nomination unauimous, which was

ruled out of order, and on motion the conler-
eoce adjourned until 7 o'clock p. m.

LEITEU FlCOn RICHMOND.
The Senatorial! ontest-How it Stands
.Who are Weakening.The Luck¬
iest Governor of Virginia.Daniel
aud Huutcr.'The Too Contrasted.
Too Yonng and Two Old -The Alex¬
andria Delegates.A Good Bell.
Caning Ailair.The Centennial.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.]
Richmond, Dec. 11,1875. ]The Seuatorial contest was perhaps a lit tie

warmer to-duy.io I'act looked a little more
like business. It also gave indications of the
strength of'some of the prominent candidates'
creed and insight into the tactics of their sup¬
porters. Goode has displayed all his strength,
and from the first has gained but few votes. I
think his standard-bearers are beginning to
see this and are troubled. Johnston holds his
owu well and is makiug some progress, al¬
though slowly yet surely, and his friends still
predict his nomiuatiou. Indeed I thiuk just
oow he is really in the vau iu this rush for
Senatorial honors. Ex-Governor Smith is now
considered entirely out of the field, but I can¬
not bring myself to acknowledge this. Extra
Biily was always a lucky man. Whenever auy
other man would have failed, he has succeed¬
ed. If 1 were asked to point out the luckiest
native-born Governor of Yirgiuia, I wou d
single out this old geutletuau. Of course I do
not include ex-Governor Gilbert 0. Walker be¬
cause he is a New Worker, aud the Richmond
Enquirer has translated Gilbert a* meaning
"good as gold," aud ho may succeed yet, al¬
though his iriends prefer his beiug Governor
again before he goes to the Senate. But of
the native Virginia Governors, Smith is the
lucky man. Uuhkc Mr. Macawber, he has
waited successfully for something to "turu
up," aud his desponding friends should bear
this in rniud aud recollect that this is Extra
Hilly Smith now in the field, and uot one of
your ordiuary Smiths, Joneses or Browns.

Daniel's friends are still holding him iu re¬
serve, which is a wise measure ou their part,
aud may be attended with good results, lie is
gaining supporters every day.
The nomination may uot be made by Tues¬

day, although I think a majority of the mem-
burs are netting tired of filibustering.

1 heard tj-day, for the fiist time during the
contest, the uame of Hon. R. M. T. liuutir
mentioned, but the very men who contend
that John W. Daniel is too young, aver that
llunter is too oid. That a man who from boy¬hood has delighted to honor aud serve his na¬
tive State, and whose only reward has been the
consciousness of having doue his duty; that
such a man, who, brokcD down iu fortune hut
not io spirit, can be thrust aside as too old, is
to me preposterous. Aud again, that a man
now over thirty, who has been iu almost as
many battles as he can number years; who has
prepared works on the laws ot the country of
which snow-haired judges speak almost with
reverence; that such a man whose ability and
intellect are alike gigantic; that such a man
should be too younir, is equally untenable.
There is a wonderful similarity iu the charac¬
ters of these two statesmen, although at first
they appear totally different. Both may in
oue sense be called "slow" moD. Hunter will
work to accomplish a result, aud although he
will nut move rapidly, yet his progress will be
apparent. It is not while he is u-kiug to ac¬
complish such results that h. ; n ^ eutoad-
vautage, bu1 after they are aecoiup ished the
observer is struck with their gra ideur and
beauty, and wonders why he did uot see them
sooner. Daniel, iu workiug out the same task,would take equally an long as Hunter, but, ou
the other hand, would be seen to advantagewhile at work, and the beholder be dazzled bythe briliiauev of the man, which, like a mo-

lour, would fl.ish seemingly for a short time
before his eyes and leave him astooished at its
beauty and anxious to see it ngain. Daoiel's
movements arc made like his own charge at
Gcttysbuig, "while the world wondered;"Hunter's arc luade like: his conference with
Abraham Lincolu, almost tiresome at the
time, but to-day it is said "had Hunter's ad¬
vice on this occasion been carried out, the
South would be in a better condition to-day."[u short, Daniel is seen to m -st advantagewhile at work.Hunter alter the work is over.
Both are (considering the difference in age)equally able; bnil have the sauie contempt for
the petty artifices used by politicians to gain
popularity; both are modest and retiring, and
arc pushed before the public in preference to
thrusting themselves forward; both are ardent
and untiring students, and both have the same
friends. 1 have heard a dozeu men say, "It 1
cannot get Hunter, I will take Daniel," and as
many on the other side say, "If 1 cannot getDaniel, 1 will take Huuter".which shows
that both meu are made of the same metal.
Your correspondent is like the parties men¬
tioned.if he caunot get Daniel, he will take
Hunter, and if he cannot get Huuter, he will
take Daniel; but for heaven's sake give him
one or the other!
Mr. Simpson, the able representative from

Alexandria, to-day presented in the Mouse a
bdl for a uniform system of weights aud meas¬
ures for agricultural products. In truth, Alex¬
andria has been fortunate in the selection of
her delegates. They are not the gushy kiud,but belong to the working order, and are the
sort needed. In personal appearance they
prove incontrovertably that Alexandria can
boast not only of her beautiful women, but
haudsome men.
That gentleman of the old school, and able

journalist, Col. Alfred P. Bennet, was present¬
ed to-day, by the Enquirer printers, with a
handsome gold headed eanc.an evidence of
their high appreciation ot him. He retires
irom the Enquirer to-day, aud will take his po¬sition on the Whig Monday.
The State Centennial Commissioners met to¬

day and held a long conference. They adopted
a memorial asking legislative aid. The Com¬
mittee on Finance, I think, wouid be willing to
give them what they ask, but 1 do not think
that the House will sanction such a measure.
They will want an appropriation of at least ten
thousand dollars. StiiONUIJOW.

CHURCH AND STATE.

VIEWS OF THE KICHMO^D CLEKGY.

The Richmond clergy have been interviewed
for the purpose of ascertaining their opinions
in regard to President Giant's recommenda¬
tions to tax church property, &c. The follow¬
ing is a synopsis:
Keportor: I presume, Bishop, that you havo

President Grant's inossago ?
Bishop Gibbons: I have read the documonl

carefully.
Reporter: What is your opinion, Bishop, of

the sehool question which lias of Into agilatod
the c >u:.try ?
Bishop: I think that the constitutional amend¬

ment regarding the sehool question proponed by
President Grant if carried out would reduco
our American republic to tho condition of
things which formerly existed in Psgaii Home.
In tho old lioman empiro the individual was
absorbed by the Stuto. Tne citizen was looked
upon only as a part and parcel of the vast ma¬
chinery called the State. 1 think that the gen¬
eral government has no more right to dictate to
tho father when and where and how he must
educate his child than it has«*to proscribe tho
quality of his food or the shape ot his clothing.
1 think it would be injurious to the autonomy
of the States if tho education ol the masses were
controlled by tho Federal government. This
would necessitate the creation of another hu-
renu. Wo have quite enough alrendy. If pop¬
ular education is wrestud from tho lamily and
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c.mr' h property hs bt. Paul's Church Home, or

an. ht1 1
1 fy- un1' which liko church edifices

are beneNolent institutions; but it seems to me
as not so objectionable in the case of real estaJo
or any other investments which mav directlv or

Steffi# 8 S0UrC0 0f intom°any ecclesi-
What denomination, Mr Dnsliioli

think would suffer most from taxation ?
I supposo that the Koman Catholics would

have the heaviest assessments to meet in the
country at arge. But in Virginia, particular v
in the rural districts, it would bear very hard
ip >n the Methodists and tho Episcopalians if

lvev,WDr° J! hn°K1"d l° ?P'J l°

ii.t, J ;f dobn L. Edwards made the follow-
ingsutomofit: I do not hesitate to ?av that 1
regard Bishop Uavon as a nuisance. His views
I charitably hope, represent but » small nor
tion ot the great church with which he is ufli-Ic.ally connected If I believed that his views
. . expressed in the joint meeting of the M»tW I
(1st preachers and the Methodist Sunday-schoolUnion,' and as reported in tho Bosto^ papors

Jlfj ^-'Presented the sentiment of the Metho¬dist hpisc pal Church North, so lar from favor¬
ing any approximation to an organic uninn Kn

iT.1.ft°1SoUt,,or,V"nd the churches"
Ld « i?Jpf®-;stefrat?rnity|t8c'f'«» calamity,'
Somlu-rnmIJ .sh.'^ 'policy %e°''
II,'f"',""?!1, I:'y i'rosl'lont °»"it in relation to I
i

tn-i-ation ol church property would prove r-

thfntT?unjust01 m?" HT"1 g°°'] 111 ,rn!s H5 the
Mr.t..«I i ,n'lu,tous in itself. There
enm ? 0 *IU' ^iorj, but one of which
se m-, to have been considered by the President
Church jiroperty does receive -tho prof-oH?? of
i ie government,' but church property puvs that
to the government which is infinitclv nlr
in #r t" ll1" <Jo,,"rs Hnd cents it would pay
>n taxes Taxation of church property woidd
i ipu.o the church in its benevolent ontororises I
to nu ox lout th tit would bo felt as a 1ear till re¬coil on the government itsolf.
Key. Dr. 0. C Bitting, pastor of the SecondBaptist Church, said: i earnestly approve of

such c institutional amendments, Federal and
State, as will effectually and finally prohibit all
appropriations, direct Or indirect,from any pub¬lic treasury.Federal, State, county, municipal
or othor, in aid ofany sectarian institutions orschools whatever. Our public sehools must bomaintained at all hazard, una kept from becom¬
ing scenes of partisan strife or sectarian perver¬sions. The State should bo kept free from all
complications with proselyting establishments,and those who choose to sustain these lattershould bo required to do so wholly at their own
cost. All property, except on'y buildings ha¬
bitually and exclusively used for religious pub¬lic worship, should bear its due share of the
public oxpenses. Sooner or lator, it will bo re¬
quired as a necos»ity in this country as in Aus¬
tria, Italy, France, Germany and some othor
countries. The aggrandizement of ece'.esiasti-
ci?m by the State has always demonstrated it
sell as dangerous to the liberties of tho peopleand a source 01 both religious and political cor¬
ruption. There may bo many specious pleasfor State patronage, but sound principles opposeal! discriminations or assistance by the State to
religious propagaudism. Protected by tho State
in peaceful privileges of religion we ought not
to desire exemption from all cost of govern¬ment."

liev. S. A. Steolo, tho now pastor of Broad-
Street Methodist church, said :
"The conduct of Bishop Haven ought to bringthe blush to the cheek ofevery Northern Metho¬

dist. What business has Bisl.op Haven, or anyother Bishop, ii ternieddling with the politicalissues of the day ? If this precedent is to be fol¬
lowed,where will oc the constitutional rights and
liberties of our people? Bishop Haven's con
duct would bo less olfensivo, did he not repre¬
sent a church which controls nearly a million
of voters, it wiil evoke a resolve tliat unques¬tionably slumbers in tho bosoms of millions of
our countrymen, to preserve the liberties of this
Country lrom ecclesiastical domination.

Woodlaw n Farmers' Club.
[Reported for tho Alexandria Gazette]

The regular monthly meeting ol the Wood
lawn Fanners' club was held at the house of
Charles Balling ir, near (Jollingwood, on Sat¬
urday last. Notwithstanding tho almost im¬
passable condition of the roads, consequent
from the recent protract:d rainy weather, there
was a large attendance ol the members.
The principal topic of discussion wa9 the

"ways and means" of maintaining and keeping
in good order our public wagon roads; and the
interest manifested by all present in the im¬
portant matter strongly encouraged the belief
that there is a determination on the part of the
enterprising farmers of old Fairfax to make
their thoroughfares easy of travel and fully
commensurate to their increased and increasing
needs as a progressive agricultural community.
A special road bill for the county of Fairfax,

which had been prepared by a previously ap¬
pointed committee, was carefully considered,
and, alter some amendments, unanimouslyadopted, and rccommeudod for enactment bythe Legislature.

Mr. Piersoc, our delegate, aud an active
member ot the club, took charge of tho bill,and will present it au early day.Under the old general road law of Virginiathere was but little concert of actiou in regard

to repairs of roads, ami what little ol the pub¬lic money was so appropriated was expendedwithout system, aud with hut little permanentgood. What is now aimed at by the projectorsof this movement is to so systematize me planot operations in road repairs, and to si regulatethe expenditure of all the moneys for that pur¬pose, from whatever source derived, that everydistrict in the county shall receive its full andequal share of the accruing advantages. Cer¬tainly there is no improvement which moresurely indicates to the traveller that a peopleare alive and imbued with the go-ahead spiritof the age than the important one under con¬sideration. To strangers looking for newhomes it is one of primary significance, lorgood rouds make labor economical and cheapenthe transportation of all kinds ot marketableproducts.
Some of your readers may desire to kuowwhat manner of institution this "farmer'sclnt/" of which L have been speaking is, espe¬cially when it presumes to take iioid of the

matter of public roads. Well, it is /uuply anassociation of farmers, who meet togethermonthly at each ether's homos alternately, todiscuss all topics in the range ot genera: agri¬culture and horticulture. Essays are read audaddresses delivered. Eich briugc in the re¬sult of his own experience, views are inter¬changed, and ii quiries made and answered,and thus a general stock of useful id<-as i*- ac¬cumulated and made available to all in a cheapaud pleasant way. The members take withthem their lamiiies; a bountiful repast ui thegood things ot the land is always provided forthe numerous gathering of uld and young, audthus, in addition to very much agricultural in¬formation always sure to be gaiued, the social
compact of the community lor many miltsaround is strengthened, new acquaintance-made, aud friendship aud good will fosteredand perpetuat'd. A critical committee is appointed at each meeting, whose duty i< to re¬
port on the farming arrangements of the mem¬ber entertaining the club gathering. Lti this
way each member is stimulated to better en.
ture of his farm and m >re orderly uispoM*ionof everything about his dweiiing and otherfarm buildings, lu this instance the verdict of
the critics was that our host, Charles Halleu-
ger, was an orderly, successful, and progressivefarmer, aud eutirely worthy ol imitatiou by his
neighbors.
The club was organized immediately afterthe war, has held its monthly aud annual

meetiugs uninterruptedly since, and at presentit embraces in its membership the heads of
more than a hundred families.
The result of the workings of the organizvtioo are apparent everywhere within its limits,and now having got fairly and permanently es¬

tablished, its members look forward to far
greater benefits in the years to come.

A Plain Farmer.Collingwood, Va., Dec. 11.

Lcttcrlroui Siiipiuiliauuock Co.
LCorrospondouco of the Alexandria Gnzett.*,
Woodville, Rappahannock Co., Va.,

Dec. 7, 1875..The recent raios have beco o!
great benefit to the growiug wheat, which uow
begins to look well ior the winter, but have
put a ctop to the gathering of corn, much of
which is still standing io the field. This crop
is turning out even better than oxneeted, ami
at recent sales, soM as low as$l.S0 per bbl.

The recent case of the whipping of the two
persons in Powell's Fort, in Shenamloah eoiiu-
ty, Va., by some deer hunters from Rappa
hanuock, though causing some excitement and
no little talk here, will now, it is thought, he
settled by the parties interested without a re
sort to the law, though it is pretty well cs
tiblished that the parties were indicted bythe Graud Jury of Sheuandoaheounty on Mon
day last. It was a uiost unfortunate affair, the
parties doing the whipping bcio^ of the v\:rvbe*t families, and the victims two inuocent,quiet unoffending persons.A young man by the uamc of Doeison wasshot at and barely escaped with his lil'e, theball from his would be assassin passing throughboth sides of his hat and grazing forehead.No motive has been assigned ior the act, lorDoelsou was quietly passing aiong the road nearfcperryville, on his way home, a short whilealter dark. No arrest lias, as yet, been made.Many persons in this county are losers bythe failure of the Culpeper bauk, and much
complaint is openly expressed, with no little
comment on the manner in XVhich this b.»ukdid its business, and especially as to the wa:iu which it acled for a few days before its sus¬pension. But little hope is felt art to the re¬opening of this bauk, and losers are generallydespondent.
Our (..unity Court will hold its December

term on Monday uexi, Judge Strothor preaiding.
I he new Baptist Church at our county seat

is now almost completed, and will soon beready for occupation.
The members ol'the M. E. Church, of this

circuit, are sorry to purt with the Rev. Mr.Bishop, who has endeared himself by his longstay, and his earnest and faithful ministry. lie
is succeeded by the Ruv. Mr. Llildrup.

*

B.
fill.si. liaj's Session of tlie Y. ill. C. A,

Convention.
1 lie State Convention of tiie oung Men's

Christian Association, at Staunton, Va., closed
its sessiou on Friday night at 10 o'clock.
At the unrning session President Munford

presented the report of the State Executive
Committee.
The topic, "How to Organize Associations,"

wa« discussed by Messrs. Morse and (jrattan.
Dr. KobcrtS. Hamilton led in the discus¬

sion of the t >pie, "Relations of the Association
to the Churches," and was followed by Mr.
Hall, Col. James H. Skinner, Mr. T. i>. Ran
sotn, Rev. Mr. Minniek, and Rev. Dr. J. Win.
Jones.
At the afternoon session the topic of''Shall

a State Secretary be Employed?" partially
discussed yi sterday, was igain taken up.
The Committee on Resolutions reporLcd iu

favor of adopting the Executive .Committee's
report with this modification : It recommends
the appointment of a Slate Secretary when th>-
uUsoa'tifiom have. the. mauns, and thai ihe Kx-
eeutive Committee continue to lend the Asso¬
ciations the benefit of their wisdom ;«nd ira h-
ered experience. The committee's ivport wis
adopted.

Petersburg was chosen by a large majority
as the plac; for the next meeting ol the Con¬
vention, the time to be fixed by the Executive
Committee.
On reassembling for the night and el tsingsession the topic of "The Library" was an¬

nounced, with Col. J. II. Skinm-r to open.
"Our Social Duties" was the uexi topic, iu

which Rev. J. Win. Jones led off. Mr. R. I>.
Berkeley, ol Rio ;mon 1, followed.
The "Study of the Scriptures" was spoken

on by Mr. Hal!, o! Washington, iu his pecu¬
liar aud wonderful manner.
"Individual Effort" was the la«t topic, aud

was well handled by Capt. W. A. McCue, of
Staunton.
Mr Hcber Ker, of Staunton, followed with

some remarks on the value and importance of
sticking close to the word of God and makiug
it a continual reference.
A resolution ol thanks, offered by Mr.jR. I.).

Berkeley, of Richmond, was adopted.
Mr. Curry sang "Scatter the Seed" >f Kind¬

ness," aud after the siugiug ol the D >xology
the Convention closed with a benediction pro¬
nounced by Rev. Wm. E. Bukor.

Conocaled io the skirts of a woman arrested
at St. Albans last week were found four hun¬
dred yards of black silL.


